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Profilo 

Sono Professoressa Ordinaria di Scienza Politica presso il Dipartimento interateneo di Scienza, 
Progetto e Politiche del Territorio dell’Università/Politecnico di Torino. Sono titolare della cattedra in 
Politica e Società presso il Collegio Carlo Alberto di Torino e Visiting Professor presso l’Università 
di Glasgow. 

La mia ricerca si è concentrata sulla politica etnica dei conflitti socio-ambientali, sulla politica 
interna dei diritti umani dei gruppi vulnerabili (inclusi popolazioni indigene, lavoratori domestici e 
minori lavoratori) e, più recentemente, sulla politica  degli incendi boschivi. Ho inoltre lavorato 
sull’agenda dello sviluppo post-2015 e sulle sfide legate al coinvolgimento del Sud globale negli 
Obiettivi di Sviluppo Sostenibile. 

Ho collaborato a diversi progetti di ricerca internazionali, in particolare su conflitto e buon governo 
(UNDP) e sulla qualità delle democrazie latinoamericane (IDEA/IPSA). Possiedo inoltre una solida 
esperienza professionale nei campi dell’analisi delle politiche pubbliche, della comunicazione e 
della gestione di progetti. Ho lavorato, con diversi incarichi, per organizzazioni internazionali quali 
le Nazioni Unite, la Carter Foundation e l’International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance. 

Istruzione 

2012 – Dottorato di ricerca in Politica, Diritti Umani e Sostenibilità (Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, 
Pisa) 
2007 – Masters in Relazioni Internazionali (Università di Bologna) 
2005 – Laurea magistrale in Comunicazione Multimediale (Università di Torino) 
2002 – Laurea in Scienze della Comunicazione (Università di Torino) 

Pubblicazioni (selezione) 

Escobar-Alvarado, L. F., Fontana, L.B., Fisher, J. A., Kaula, E., António, T. E., & Dexter, K. G. 
(2025). “Fires of war: how civil war shaped fire regimes in East Angola”. Ecology & Society, 30(4), 
1-44. 

Fontana, L.B., C. Dyngeland and K.G. Dexter (2024) ”Demographic Pressure as a Factor in Inter-
ethnic Conflicts: Evidence from Colombia”. Ethnic and Racial Studies 1–25.  

Cabrera Silva, A. and L.B. Fontana (2024). ‘Indigenous vs. peasant’s rights? Lhaka Honhat v. 
Argentina and the role of the Inter-American Human Rights System in communal inter-ethnic 
conflicts‘. Journal of Human Rights 23(5), 492–511. 



Miramonti, A., Fontana, L.B., & Johnston, C. (2024). Forum Theatre for Reconciliation: a drama-
based approach to conflict transformation applied to socio-environmental struggles in 
Bolivia. Peacebuilding: 1–21. 

Fontana, L.B. (2024). Seeing others. Seeing us. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 1–10. Symposium on 
Lamont’s book Seeing others. 

Fontana, L.B. (2023) Recognition Politics. Indigenous Rights and Ethnic Conflict in the Andes. New 
York and Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (Cambridge Series in Comparative Studies) 

Cole, A., Fontana, L.B., Hirzel, M., Johnston, C. and Miramonti, A. (2023) ‘On burning ground: 
theatre of the oppressed and ecological crisis in Bolivia‘. Cultural Geographies 30 (4):  639-648. 

Fontana, L.B., A, Miramonti, C. Johnston (2023) ‘Women in Wildfire Crises: Exploring Lived 
Experiences of Conflict through Forum Theatre’. Studies in Social Justice 17(2): 269-279. 

Fontana, L.B. (2020) ‘The Contentious Politics of Labour Rights as Human Rights: Lessons from 
the Implementation of Domestic Workers Rights in the Philippines’, Human Rights Quarterly 42: 
859–877.  

Oldekop J.A., A. Agrawal, A. Bebbington, […], Fontana, L.B., […] W. Sutherland, et al. (2020) 
‘Forest-linked livelihoods in a globalized world’, Nature Plants 6: 1400–1407. 

Fontana, L.B. and J.A. Oldekop (2020)  ‘Special Issue Editorial: The Sustainable Development 
Goals: The Bumpy Road Ahead’. World Development 127. 

Fontana, L.B. and J. Grugel, (2019) ‘Human Rights and the Pink Tide in Latin America: 
Which Rights Matter?’, Development & Change 50 (3): 707-734. 

Fontana, L.B. (2019) ‘Identity Policies of Education: Struggles for Inclusion and Exclusion in 
Colombia and Peru’, Journal of Education Policy 34(3): 351-373. 

Fontana, L.B. and J. Grugel (2017) ‘Deviant and Over-Compliance: The Domestic Politics of Child 
Labor in Bolivia and Argentina’, Human Rights Quarterly, 39 (3): 631-656. 

Fontana, L.B. and J.A. Oldekop (eds.) (2020) ‘The Sustainable Development Goals: The Bumpy 
Road Ahead’, World Development. Special Issue. 

Fontana L.B. and J. Grugel (2016) ‘Inclusive Participation or Exclusive Right? The Challenges of 
Participation through ‘Free Prior and Informed Consultation’ to Indigenous Peoples’, World 
Development.  

Grugel, J., J. Nem Singh, L.B. Fontana, A. Ulhin (eds.) (2016) Demanding Rights: Claiming Justice 
in the Global South. London: Palgrave Macmillan.  



Fontana L.B. and J. Grugel (2015) ‘To Eradicate or to Legalize?  Child Labour Debates and ILO 
Convention 182 in Bolivia’, Global Governance, 21 (1): 61-78.  

Fontana L.B. (2014) ‘The ‘Indigenous Native Peasant’ Trinity: Imagining a Plurinational Community 
in Evo Morales’s Bolivia’, Environment and Planning D – Society and Space, 32 (3): 518 – 534.  

Fontana L.B. (2014) ‘Indigenous Peoples vs. Peasant Unions: Land Conflicts and Rural 
Movements in Plurinational Bolivia’, Journal of Peasant Studies, 41 (3): 297 – 319.  

Fontana L.B. (2014) ‘Indigenous Peasant ‘Otherness’: Rural Identities and Political Processes in 
Bolivia’, Bulletin of Latin American Research, 33 (4): 436 - 451.  

Fontana L.B. (2014) ‘In the Shadow of Recognition: Identity Politics and Social Conflict in Bolivia’. 
Critique Internationale (CERI SciencesPo), 64 (7): 101-120 (French). 

Fontana L.B. (2013) ‘On the Perils and Potentialities of the Revolution: Conflict Trends and 
Collective Action in Bolivia’. Latin American Perspectives, 40 (3): 26-42. 

Fontana L.B. (2013) ‘Andean Ethno-cultural Politics and their Effects on Social Violence:  Evidence 
and Hypothesis from the Bolivian Case’. Journal of Peace, Conflict & Development, 20: 20-37. 

Calderón F., L.B. Fontana, I. Nava and H. Pacheco (2012) Protest in Latin America. Buenos Aires: 
Siglo XXI (Spanish). 

L.B. Fontana and D. Sparti (2012) ‘Induced Identities. The Political Use of Recognition in Bolivia’. 
Studi Culturali, Vol. 9, No. 2: 175-200 (Italian). 

L.B. Fontana (2012) ‘Evo-Totem: Leadership and Power in the Bolivian Transition’. Inter Relações, 
August 2011, (Spanish). 

 

Principali finanziamenti e premi (selezione) 

2023 – “On Burning Ground: Comparing Wildfire Politics in Namibia and Angola”, Leverhulme 
International Fellowship (£50.000) 
2022 – “FIREPOL - The Politics of Wildfire: A Comparative Study of Norms, Power and Conflict in 
the Global South”, ERC Starting Grant (€1,5 milioni) 
2022 – “Acting on Wildfires: Engaging the Public and Policymakers in Creative Conversations on 
the Global Governance of Wildfires”, GKEF Engagement and Impact Fund, University of Glasgow 
(£20.000) 
2022 – “Impact and engagement related to Playing with Fire project”, GCRF & Newton Fund 
Consolidation Accounts Award, Newcastle University (£17.700) 
2022 – “Playing with Wildfires: A Photo Exhibition”, ESRC Festival of Social Sciences, University of 
Glasgow (£1.000) 
2021 – “The Global Politics of Wildfires: A Pilot Study”, Faculty Bid Development Award, Newcastle 



University (£10.000) 
2020 – “Playing with Fire: Using Forum Theatre to Investigate Social Conflict…”, AHRC/GCRF 
Urgency Award (£150.000) 
2020 – “The Determinants of Inter-communal Conflicts in Rural Bolivia…”, Pioneer Award (£5.000) 
2019 – Returner’s Support Programme, Newcastle University (£10.000) 
2016–2020 – Principal Investigator, Marie Skłodowska-Curie Global Fellowship (€270.000) 
2015 – Royal Geographical Society Small Grant (£3.000) 
2014 – ESRC IIKE funding (£25.000) 
2013 – Santander Research Mobility Award (£1.200) 
2013 – WUN Research Mobility Award (£2.200) 
2011 – Erasmus Consortia Placement Award (€2.500) 
2010 – POR Regione Toscana (€4.800) 
2009 – UNDESA Fellowship Programme ($16.200) 

Lingue 

Inglese (fluente, lingua di lavoro); Spagnolo (fluente, lingua di lavoro); Francese (fluente: parlato, 
letto e scritto); Italiano (madrelingua). 

Attività didattiche e invited lectures 

▪ Responsabile del corso di Laurea Magistrale Latin American Politics, Università di Torino, dal 
2023/2024 
▪ Responsabile del corso Laurea Magistrale Latin American History and Politics, Università di 
Torino, dal 2023/2024 
▪ Responsabile del corso MA in Human Rights from a Global Perspective, Università di Glasgow, 
2022/2023 
▪ Responsabile del corso MA in Latin American Politics, Università di Glasgow, 2022/2023 
▪ Responsabile del corso su Thesis writing in Political Science, Newcastle University, 2020/2021 e 
2021/2022 
▪ Teaching Associate per fieldtrip in Marocco, University of Sheffield, 2014/2015 
▪ Assistente didattica (PhD) – Università di Córdoba, 2011 
▪ Assistente didattica (MA) – UNIPOL, La Paz, 2010 
▪ Assistente didattica (MA) – Università di Amsterdam, 2007 
▪ Lezioni su invito presso NYU Paris, EHESS, Universidad de Palermo, Universidad Autónoma de 
Yucatán, ecc. 

Esperienza professionale rilevante 

Ago.–Ott. 2012 – Analista politica e facilitatrice di workshop – UNDP (Bratislava) 
Mar.–Mag. 2012 – Consulente di ricerca – IDEA/IPSA (Roma/Stoccolma) 
Giu.–Lug. 2011 – Ricercatrice – UNDP (La Paz) 
Ott. 2010 – Giu. 2011 – Coordinatrice di unità e ricercatrice – UNDP/Fundación UNIR Bolivia 
Gen.–Dic. 2009 – Analista politica – Ufficio del Coordinatore Residente ONU (Bolivia) (BO) 


